COSTLY MOURNING CEREMONIES

the wolf will attack young domestic animals, goats, lambs
and calves - it will also, like the hyena, prey on carrion.
The panther on the other hand scorns a cold carcass, and
will, like man, eat only what he kills himself. Here he is
held to be a menace to man and camel alike, at least to man
who has unsuccessfully attacked him in a tight corner,
wherefore the natives of these mountains treat a passing
panther at more than a hundred yards' range with respect-
ful inactivity. They would only shoot if coming unex-
pectedly upon him at close range.

'Panthers?3 queried Shaikh Hasan in answer to my im-
portunities, cthey are rare, but a wolf you should get to-
night. Send 'Ali to my uncle's. They are slaughtering six
cows to-day as the sacrifice to my aunt who died in the
middle of last moon. These men of mine are going along
for the feast. Surely to-night a wolf must come to the
place of slaughter.5

Here was a survival of great interest - the blood sacrifice
and the burnt offering. Throughout these mountains it is
the inviolable rule that one-half of a man's cows shall be
slaughtered as a sacrifice, after his death. Half his wealth
must thus be dissipated for the state of his soul - Estate and
Legacy Duty with a vengeance, though for a very poor
man a single cow or sheep suffices. A limit of twenty cows
may be set only for the wealthy man, i.e. one possessing
upwards of forty head. With them may be slaughtered a
camel and some sheep, but the cow's value in sacrifice seems
disproportionate to its actual worth.

On the day of burial, normally the day of death, one or
two cows will be slaughtered over the grave to the words:
J 'Dai bi Huduktos Hadhail ir HadhaiL*

(See by this gift M. son of N.)
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